
 
THIRD GRADE LITERACY: BENCHMARK EXPECTATIONS TOWARDS MEETING STANDARDS 

Reading: Foundational Skills NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 

● Applies phonics and word analysis 
skills taught to decode unfamiliar 
words  

 

● Applies phonics and word analysis 
skills taught to decode unfamiliar 
words 

● Applies phonics and word analysis 
skills taught to decode unfamiliar 
words 

Reading: Literature and Informational Text NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 

● Asks and answers questions about key 
details of a text 

● Asks and answers increasingly 
complex questions about key details in 
a text 

● Asks and answers questions by 
referring to text as a basis for answers 

Determine the central message or main idea of 
a text and explain how it is conveyed through 
key details in the text. 

● Recounts key details of a text 
● Begins to understand the central 

message or lesson of a text 

● Recounts stories from diverse cultures  
● Determines central message of a text 
● Determines main idea of a text 

● Determines central message of a text 
using supporting details 

● Determines main idea of a text using 
supporting details 

Describe characters in a story and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of 
events. 

● Identifies character feelings and traits 
● Identifies how a character change in a 

text 

● Identifies character motivations 
● Explains how character actions 

contribute to a sequence of events 
 

● Describes characters in a story and 
explains how their actions contribute to 
the sequence of events 

 

Describe the relationship between events, 
concepts in an informational text.  

● Identifies when events happen within a 
sequence of events (before, after, 
during) 

 

● Describes the relationship between 
sentences and paragraphs 
(comparison, cause/ effect, sequence 
of events) 

● Describes the relationship between 
events, scientific concepts, or steps in 
a procedure, using language that 
pertains to time, sequence, and cause/ 
effect 

Determine the meaning of unknown and multiple 
meaning words and phrases, distinguishing 
literal from nonliteral language. 

● Uses context clues to help identify 
unknown words or phrases 

● Determines the meaning of a new 
word formed when a known 
prefix/suffix is added to a known word 

 

● Uses a known root word as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown word with 
the same root 

 

● Distinguishes the literal and nonliteral 
meanings of words and phrases in 
context 

● Determines the meaning of general 
academic and domain specific words 
and phrases used in a text relevant to 
grade 3 topics and subjects  

Use text features to locate information relevant 
to a given topic efficiently in a text. 

● Recognizes basic text feature and 
search tools for locating information

 

● Uses text features and search tools to 
locate information relevant to a given 
topic 

● Knows and efficiently uses text 
features and search tools to locate 
information relevant to a given topic 

Distinguish their own point of view from that of 
the author or narrator of a text or those of the 
characters 

● Identifies and describes a narrator or 
speaker’s point of view 

● Recognizes how stories change from 
different points of view 

● Identifies own point of view and how it 
may be different from the narrator or 
speaker 

● Identifies own point of view and how it 
may be different from the narrator or 
speaker with increasingly complex 
texts 
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Use information gained from illustrations and the 
words in a text to demonstrate understanding of 
the text or how text illustrations contributes to 
the meaning. 

● Identifies illustrations that support the 
story 

 

●  Explains how illustrations add 
meaning to the story 

●  Uses information from illustrations to 
demonstrate and understanding of the 
text 

Compare and contrast stories by the same 
author or on the same topic.  
 

● Recognizes similarities about texts on 
the same topic 

● Recognizes the most important points 
in a text 

 

● Compares and contrasts characters, 
settings, and plots of stories 

● Compares and contrasts the important 
points in two texts on the same topic 

 

● Compares and contrasts the 
adventures of characters and theme in 
stories written by the same author 
about the same or similar characters 

● Compares and contrasts the important 
points and key details presented in two 
texts on the same topic 

Read and comprehend literature and 
informational texts within the grade 3 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

● Sets a purpose for reading  
● Reads text with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression 
● Uses context to confirm or self correct 

words; rereads if necessary 

● Reads with purpose and understanding 
● With prompting, uses a variety of 

strategies such as predicting, 
connecting, questioning, visualizing, 
and inferring to comprehend text 

● Reads grade level text with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression 

● Independently uses a variety of 
strategies such as predicting, 
connecting, questioning, visualizing, 
and inferring to comprehend text 

Writing and Language NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 
 

● Writes narratives to develop real 
experiences or events using 
descriptive details and clear event 
sequences 

● Writes informative texts that examine a 
topic and convey ideas clearly  

● With guidance and support from adults 
and peers, focuses on a topic and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
revising and editing 

● Continues to develop narratives using 
descriptive details and clear event 
sequences 

● Begins to write  opinion pieces on 
topics or texts supporting a point of 
view with reason 

● Conducts short research projects that 
build knowledge about a topic 

● Recalls information from print and 
digital source 

● Writes well- established narratives 
using descriptive details and clear 
event sequences 

● Writes well- established informative 
texts that examine a topic and convey 
ideas clearly 

● Writes well- established opinion texts 
that support a point of view with reason 

 
 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
 
 

● Explains the function of nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, adjectives and 
adverbs 

● Forms and uses regular and irregular 
plurals nouns 

● Uses abstract nouns (ex.childhood) 
 

● Forms and uses regular and irregular 
verbs 

● Forms and uses the simple verb 
tenses (ex.I walked, I walk, I will walk) 

● Ensures subject-verb and 
pronoun-antecedent agreement 

● Forms and uses comparative and 
superlative adjectives and adverbs and 
choose between them 

● Uses coordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions 

● Produces simple, compound and 
complex sentences 
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

● Capitalizes appropriate words in titles 
● Uses commas in addresses 
● Uses commas and quotation marks in 

dialogue 

 
 

● Forms and uses possessives 
● Uses conventional spelling for 

high-frequency and other studied 
words and for adding suffixes to base 
words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 
happiness) 

● Uses spelling patterns and 
generalizations (e.g., word families, 
position-based spellings, syllable 
patterns, ending rules, meaningful 
word parts) in writing words 

● Consults reference materials, including 
beginning dictionaries, as needed to 
check and correct spellings 

Speaking and Listening NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions. 

● Follows agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in 
respectful ways,speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion) 

● Asks questions to check 
understanding of information 
presented and stays on topic 

 

● Comes to discussions prepared, 
having read or studied required 
material 

● Follows agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in 
respectful ways, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under 
discussion, listening to others with 
care) 

● Asks questions to check understanding 
of information presented, stays on 
topic, and links their comments to 
the remarks of others 

 

● Explicitly draws on that preparation and 
other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion 

● Explains their own ideas and 
understanding in light of the discussion 
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